A NEW RETURN TRANSATLANTIC RACE:
THE DEFI ATLANTIQUE GUADELOUPE > HORTA > LA ROCHELLE
-

A return Atlantic race for Class40
More than 15 competitors expected
Departure Saturday 23 March from Guadeloupe
A stopover in Horta (Azores) and an arrival in La Rochelle mid-April

Part of the programme of the French Sailing Federation and under the race management
of Denis Hugues, this new event open to Class40 will depart from Guadeloupe on
Saturday 23 March with the crews making their way to Horta in the Azores and then La
Rochelle, the arrival port for this first edition. A route of a total of 3,500 miles.
Continuing on from the Route du Rhum - Destination Guadeloupe 2018, Grand Pavois Organisation,
Class40, the Guadeloupe Region and the municipality of La Rochelle, is proposing 40-foot monohulls a
return Atlantic event with a crew (minimum of 2 people aboard), thus offering certain boats the
opportunity to participate in the different races scheduled in the West Indian programme.
Although the boats will be gathered together one week before departure, they will set sail from
Guadeloupe on Saturday 23 March with a view to initially arriving in Horta, in the Azores, more than
2,200 miles away. A first interesting stage in terms of the weather conditions since it will be necessary
to head northwards to find a westerly wind system but remain sufficiently south to avoid the effects of
low pressures that may be more or less powerful at this time of year.
The stopover at the Marina in Horta, a partner of this first edition, will be interesting in that it will
allow sailors to assess the weather conditions for approaching La Rochelle (1,300 miles away), thus
allowing a second part of the race with a closer contact between the boats and a grouped arrival in
the town not to mention for some, the chance to change crews.
Although the departure from Horta is currently scheduled for Monday 8 April, the boats should arrive
in the city with two towers on Saturday 13/Sunday 14 April. It should be noted that the prize
ceremony is scheduled for Monday 15 April in order to allow the Class40 enough time to prepare for
other competitions in the year’s programme.
16 boats registered and pending confirmation.
16 Class40 are currently scheduled for this first edition with:
-

Loïc Fequet (Tibco – 123)
Aymeric Chappellier (Aïna Enfance et Avenir – 151)
Marc Dubos (Esprit Scout – 81)
Miranda Merron (Campagne de France – 147)
Franz Bouvet (Yoda – 65)
Morgane Ursault-Poupon (Fleury Michon Bio – 30)
Arthur Hubert (Espoir pour un Rhum - 152)
Mikael Riking (Talenta – 95)

-

Emmanuel Le Roch (Edenred – 100)
Charles-Louis Mourruau (Lost Boys – 101)
Luke Berry (Lamotte Module Création – 153)
Arthur Le Vaillant (Leyton – 156)
Marc Lepesqueux (Sensation Class 40 Extrême – 140)
Catherine Pourre (Earendil – 145)
Kito De Pavant (Made in Midi – 142)
Andréa Fantini (55), etc.

List available on www.defi-atlantique.com
Partners brought together around the Défi Atlantique Guadeloupe > Horta > La Rochelle
Several partners have already confirmed their presence for this first edition with the Guadeloupe
Region, the Municipality of La Rochelle, the Communauté d’Agglomération de La Rochelle, Horta
(Azores), La Rochelle Marina, the Grand Port de La Rochelle, the Department of Charente-Maritime,
not to mention the Nouvelle-Aquitaine Region.
The competitors registered for the Défi Atlantique Guadeloupe> Horta > La Rochelle will benefit from
advantageous conditions when they arrive in Guadeloupe and will be able to leave their monohull inwater until the departure of the Transatlantic race on 23 March 2019. Basse-Terre will also offer an
alternative to those who prefer to store their boat out of the water.
What you need to remember:
-

The route: Guadeloupe > Horta > La Rochelle
Number of competitors: Between 15 and 20 boats
Boat category: Class40 monohulls
Departure date: Saturday 23 March
Arrival dates: 13/14 April
Race crew: Minimum 2 or more.
Website: www.defi-atlantique.com
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/DefiAtlantiqueGPO/

For further information, contact Grand Pavois Organisation
Telephone: + 33(0) 5 46 44 46 39
- Pierrick Garenne – Head of Communication : pgarenne@grand-pavois.com
- Floriane Bouillard – Press Relations France: fbouillard@grand-pavois.com
- Véronique Largeau – International Press Relations: vlargeau@grand-pavois.com
- Nolwenn Foligné – Competitor relations: gpo@grand-pavois.com
- Etienne Hardy - Head of Sea Logistics: ehardy@grand-pavois.com

